
Dear Colleagues:

We are all stunned to see the devastation in Haiti in the wake of the magnitude 7.0 earthquake 
which rocked the already impoverished Caribbean nation yesterday afternoon.  The casualties 
will continue to mount and the devastation will push Haiti to the brink. The recovery effort will 
be slow, laborious, and painful.

Please pray for the people of Haiti as they attempt to recover from this devastating earthquake in 
and around their capital city.  Pray for the victims, especially those who are still searching 
through the rubble looking for lost loved ones.  Pray for the national and international response 
teams as they bring hope and comfort in the midst of great despair.  Carve out some space in 
your worship service this coming Sunday and in the weeks and months ahead to pray for the 
healing of the Nation and its people.  

This shocking catastrophe in one of the most impoverished countries in the Western Hemisphere 
serves to remind us of our abundance despite the tough economic times many of us face.  It 
should remind us of the moral obligation we have as Christians to share our wealth with our 
brothers and sisters in need.  It should also remind us of God’s command that we love one 
another, not just in word, but in deeds.  

I propose that all 41 churches in the Presbytery of Newark band together to raise a minimum of 
$25,000 to support the relief effort in Haiti. Let’s attempt to reach this collective goal by the end 
of January.  We can accomplish this goal if each congregation will give as the Spirit leads.  These 
funds should be sent to the Presbytery of Newark where the Mission Council can decide how 
best to use them.

We will also receive a special offering for the relief effort this Saturday during worship at our 
Presbytery meeting.  Please come prepared to make your personal contribution.

Thank you for your prompt attention and generous response to an urgent need.  

Your Colleague In Christ,

Robert N. Burkins, Sr.
Moderator
Newark Presbytery


